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Attachment A    
Political Advertising Disclaimers (FLORIDA and FEDERAL) 
 

STATE OF FLORIDA RULES  

CANDIDATE DISCLAIMERS  

Disclaimer for Political Ads Paid for by Candidate 
 

Except as noted below, any political advertisement that is paid for by a candidate (except a 
write-in candidate) and that is published, displayed, or circulated before, or on the day of, any election 
must prominently state: “Political advertisement paid for and approved by (name of candidate), (party 
affiliation) for (office sought)” or “Paid by (name of candidate), (party affiliation), for (office sought).” 
Section 106.143(1)(a). 
 
  Disclaimer for Political Ads Paid for by Write-In Candidate  
 

Any political advertisement that is paid for by a write-in candidate and that is published, 
displayed, or circulated before, or on the day of, any election must prominently state: “Political 
advertisement paid for and approved by (name of candidate), write-in candidate, for (office sought)” or 
“Paid by (name of candidate), write-in candidate, for (office sought).” Section 106.143(1)(b).  
 

Example:  
 

Elect John Doe for County Commission District 5   
Political advertisement paid for and approved by John Doe, write-in candidate, for 
County Commission District 5 

   
OR  
 
Elect John Doe for County Commission District 5                                                                                    
Paid by John Doe, write-in candidate for County Commission District 5  
 
Non-incumbent Advertisements  

Required: The word "for" must be used in the body of such advertisement between the name of 
the candidate and the office sought so that incumbency is not implied. This does not apply to bumper 
stickers, or if the advertisement satisfies one of the exceptions in section 106.143(10), Florida Statutes. 
106.143(6). 

Prohibited: The word "re-elect" may not be used if the candidate is not the incumbent for the 
office sought. 106.143(6).  
 
Example:  

Elect Al Newguy for County Commission District 5   
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Al Newguy, 
Green Party of Florida, for County Commission District 5 
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OR 

Elect Al Newguy for County Commission District 5   
Paid by Al Newguy, Green Party of Florida, for County Commission District 5 

 
Variations in Disclaimer Language 

 
Candidate-paid ads may not abbreviate the words “paid political advertisement” by using the 

abbreviation “pd. pol. ad.”  The exact wording contained in the statute must be used. Variations are 
prohibited by law. Ads not paid by the candidate can use “pd. pol. ad.” 106.143(b), see “Other 
Disclaimers” below. 

 
Party Affiliation In Ad 
 
Any political advertisement of a candidate running for partisan office shall express the name of 

the political party of which the candidate is seeking nomination or is the nominee.  R. or  Rep.,  D. or 
Dem., and NPA, are sufficient to identify the two major parties and no party affiliation status.  

 
If the candidate for partisan office is running as a candidate with no party affiliation, any 

advertisement of the candidate must state that the candidate has no party affiliation.  
 

A candidate who is registered in a political party may run as a candidate with “no party 
affiliation” without changing his or her registration. 

 
Candidates running for non-partisan office may not state the candidate’s political party 

affiliation in the disclaimer, or in the body of the advertisement. Exception: The candidate is not 
prohibited from stating the candidate’s partisan related experience. Sections 106.143(3). For example, 
the candidate could list "executive committee of ___________________ party" in campaign  
advertisements because in doing so the candidate would  simply  be providing information on 
past experiences as opposed  to “campaigning based on party affiliation." DE 10-02. 

Again,  the  Election  Code's  prohibition is  against  a  nonpartisan candidate 
"campaigning" or qualifying  for elected  office  based upon party affiliation.  Once candidates are 
elected,  they are no longer "candidates" until they again satisfy the definition of "candidate" 
contained  in sections 97.021(4) and 106.011(16), Florida  Statutes.   This usually  occurs  when a 
person  first appoints  a campaign  treasurer  and designates  a primary  campaign  depository.  
Under  state  law, therefore, nonpartisan officeholders are  not  prohibited   from  publicly  
representing their  party  affiliation unless  and  until  they  again  become   a  "candidate" at  
which  point  they  are  precluded   from campaigning based upon party affiliation. DE 10-02 

 

 Office Sought  

Candidates need not include the district, group or seat number in the disclaimer. The law only 
requires the name or title of the actual office being sought such as “state representative” “circuit judge” 
or “county commissioner.” Candidates may provide such additional clarifying information if candidate 
desires.   
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Language 
 

Any political advertisement which is published, displayed, or produced in a language other than English 
may provide the information required by this section in the language used in the 
advertisement.106.143(9). 

 
Correct Examples of Candidate Ads with Disclaimers 
 

1. Ad for a non-incumbent, partisan candidate running for office with the correct disclaimer with 

name, party and office sought: 

ELECT Judy Domingo For State Representative, District 9                                                                           
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Judy Domingo                                                    
Republican, for State Representative District 9. 

  OR 

ELECT Judy Domingo For State Representative, District 9                                                                 
Paid by Judy Domingo, Rep., for State Representative District 9 
 

2. Incumbent, partisan candidate running for partisan office: 

RE-ELECT Mike Sharkey, Sheriff                                                                                                                                                   

Political advertisement paid for and approved by                                                                                                                           

Mike Sharkey, Democrat, for Sheriff 

OR 

RE-ELECT Mike Sharkey, Sheriff                                                                                            
Paid by Mike Sharkey , Democrat, for Sheriff 

 
      3.   Non-incumbent candidate with no party affiliation running for partisan office:   

 
ELECT Wes Farosi For State Senate  
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Wes Farosi, NPA, For State Senate 
District __ 
 

OR 

ELECT Wes Farosi For State Senate 
Paid by Wes Farosi, No Party Affiliation, For State Senate District ___ 

 

4.  Non-incumbent candidate running for nonpartisan office:                      

ELECT John Jones For School Board                                                                                                  

Political Advertisement paid for and approved by John Jones for School Board [District 

# or At Large]  
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OR 

ELECT John Jones For School Board  
Paid by John Jones for School Board [District # or At Large]  
 

5. Incumbent candidate running for nonpartisan office:  
 

RE–ELECT Jane Doe School Board  
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Jane Doe for School Board [District # 

or At Large] 
OR 

               RE–ELECT Jane Doe School Board  
               Paid by Jane Doe for School Board [District # or At Large] 
 

Exceptions to Candidate Disclaimers 
 
The disclaimer and other requirements of 106.143 for candidates do not apply to any  political 

ad or campaign message “used by a candidate and the candidate’s supporters or by a political 
committee” if the message or ad is: 

 

• Placed as a paid link on an Internet website, provided the message or advertisement is no 

more than 200 characters in length and the link directs the user to another Internet website 

that complies with the disclaimer requirements in section 106.143(1) 

• Placed as a graphic or picture link where compliance with the requirements of section 

106.143 are not reasonably practical due to the size of the graphic or picture link and the 

link directs the user to another Internet website that complies with section 106.143(1), 

Florida Statutes.  

• Placed at no cost on an Internet website for which there is no cost to post content for public 

users.  

• Placed or distributed on an unpaid profile or account which is available to the public without 

charge or on a social networking Internet website, as long as the source of the message or 

advertisement is patently clear from the content or format of the message or 

advertisement. A candidate or political committee may prominently display a statement 

indicating that the website or account is an official website or account of the candidate or 

political committee and is approved by the candidate or political committee. A website or 

account may not be marked as official without prior approval by the candidate or political 

committee.  

• Distributed as a text message or other message via Short Message Service, provided the 
message is no more than 200 characters in length or requires the recipient to sign up or opt 
in to receive it.  

• Connected with or included in any software application or accompanying function, provided 
that the user signs up, opts in, downloads, or otherwise accesses the application from or 
through a website that complies with section 106.143(1), Florida Statutes.  

• Sent by a third-party user from or through a campaign or committee's website, provided the 
website complies with section 106.143(1), Florida Statutes. 
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• Contained in or distributed through any other technology-related item, service, or device for 
which compliance with section 106.143(1), Florida Statutes, is not reasonably practical due 
to the size or nature of such item, service, or device as available, or the means of displaying 
the message or advertisement makes compliance with section 106.143(1), Florida Statutes, 
impracticable. (Section 106.143(10), F.S.) 

OTHER DISCLAIMERS 

Disclaimers for Ads Provided In-kind by Political Party   

Required: Political advertisements made as in-kind contributions from a political party must 
prominently state: “Paid political advertisement paid for by in-kind by (name of political party). 
Approved by (name of person, party affiliation, and office sought in the political advertisement)”. 
106.143(2). 

Example: 

Elect Violet Starr for State Senate, District 5    
Paid political advertisement paid for by in-kind by Libertarian Party of Florida  
Approved by Violet Starr, Libertarian Party of Florida, State Senate District 5 

 
Disclaimer for Ads Not Paid for by Candidate  

 
Any political advertisement NOT paid for by a candidate that is published, displayed, or 

circulated prior to, or on the day of, any election must prominently be marked “paid political 

advertisement” or “pd. pol. adv.” and must state the name and address of the persons paying for the 

advertisement.  

  The political advertisement must also state whether the advertisement and cost of production is 
paid for or provided in-kind by or at the expense of the entity publishing, displaying, broadcasting, or 
circulating the political advertisement. (Section 106.143(1)(c), F.S.)         

 

Candidate Approval Required For Ads Not Paid For by Candidate but Offered on their Behalf  

 
Florida law says that any political advertisement, not paid for by a candidate (including those 

paid for by a political party or affiliated party committee, other than an independent expenditure 
offered on behalf of a candidate) must be approved in advance by the candidate.  
 

Such political advertisement must expressly state that the content of the advertisement was 
approved by the candidate and must state who paid for the advertisement.  
 
  The candidate shall provide a written statement of authorization to the newspaper, radio 
station, television station, or other medium for each such advertisement submitted for publication, 
display, broadcast, or other distribution. 106.143(5)(a). 

 
 Ad: 

POT O’GOLD ORGANIZATION Supports the Re-Election of  
Goldie Green Nassau County Judge  
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Pd. Pol. Adv. By Pot O’ Gold Organization 
111 Jewel Street, Tallahassee, FL 32333 
Content approved in advance by Goldie Green, 
For Nassau County Judge 

 
 Letter: 

July 15, 2008 

Dear Sir or Madam 

Please let this letter serve as my approval of the political 
advertisement by the Pot of Gold Organization supporting my 
candidacy for Nassau County Judge. 

Sincerely,  

Goldie Green 

Endorsements in Political Advertisements  

Florida law prohibits candidates or person on behalf of a candidate to represent that any person 
or organization supports such candidate, unless the person or organization so represented has given 
specific approval in writing to the candidate to make such representation. (However, this paragraph 
does not apply to editorial endorsement by any newspaper, radio or television station, or other 
recognized news medium; and publication by a party committee advocating the candidacy of its 
nominees. (Section 106.143(4), F.S.))  

Example:  
 
Political advertisement for a candidate representing that an organization supports him, paid for 

in-kind by the organization, with specific approval from the organization in writing:  
 
Ad:        ELECT Joe Cool  

For County Commission, District 1 
Democrat 
Supported by Pup P. Dog Foundation                                                             

  
Pd. Pol. Adv. Sponsored and paid for in-kind by 

  Pup P. Dog Foundation, Zero Street, Jupiter, FL 32323 
  Approved by Joe Cool, Democrat 
  For County Commission District 1 
 
 Letter from  
 Pup P. Dog Foundation:  July 15, 2006  

Dear Sir or Madam:  
Supported by Pup P. Dog Foun Please let this letter serve as our approval of the political 

advertisement supporting Joe Cool for County Commission, 
District 1. 

The content of this advertisement was reviewed and approved 
in advance. 
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Sincerely,  
Mr. Canine 

 
Independent Expenditure Disclaimers 
 

Any person who makes an independent expenditure for a political advertisement shall provide a 
written statement that no candidate has approved the advertisement to the newspaper, radio station, 
television station, or other medium for each such advertisement submitted for publication, display, 
broadcast, or other distribution. The advertisement must also contain a statement that no candidate has 
approved the advertisement. This paragraph does not apply to campaign messages used by a candidate 
and his or her supporters for certain digital ads. Sections 106.143(5)(b) and (10), F.S.. 

 
Any political advertisement paid for by an independent expenditure shall prominently state 

"Paid political advertisement paid for by (Name and address of person paying for advertisement) 
independently of any (candidate or committee)." 106.071. 
 

Failure to include the disclaimer prescribed in subsection (2) in any political advertisement that 
is required to contain such disclaimer commits a misdemeanor of the first degree. 106.071. 

 
             "Independent expenditure" means an expenditure by a person for the purpose of expressly 
advocating the election or defeat of a candidate or the approval or rejection of an issue, which 
expenditure is not controlled by, coordinated with, or made upon consultation with, any candidate, 
political committee, or agent of such candidate or committee. An expenditure for such purpose by a 
person having a contract with the candidate, political committee, or agent of such candidate or 
committee in a given election period shall not be deemed an independent expenditure. 

Examples 

Here is an example of an independent expenditure political ad supporting a partisan candidate 

running for a partisan office and the letter. 

 Ad: 
Birds of a Feather Association  
Supports Tweety Bird for Public Defender, Fourth Circuit  
Democrat 
 
Paid Political Advertisment Paid for By the Birds of a Feather Association 
444 Robin Lane, Jacksonville, FL 32333, independently of any candidate 
This advertisement was not approved by any candidate. 
 

 
Letter from  
Birds of a Feather: 

 
July 18, 2012 
Dear Sir or Madam 
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The enclosed advertisement is an independent expenditure by the Birds of a 
Feather  Organization in support of Tweety Bird for Public Defender, 4th Circuit. 
This ad was not approved by any candidate. 
 
Sincerely, 
Gold Finch 

    

Miscellaneous Advertisements 

 
Florida law says “any advertisement,   other   than   a   political   advertisement,   independent   

expenditure,   or electioneering  communication,  on  billboards,  bumper  stickers,  radio,  or  
television,  or  in  a newspaper, a magazine, or a periodical, intended to influence public policy or the 
vote of a public official, shall clearly designate the sponsor of such advertisement by including a clearly 
readable statement of sponsorship.” However, this section does not apply to an editorial 
endorsement. Section 106.1437, F.S) 
 

Thus, even if the ad does not relate to a political race or an issue up for a vote, ads addressing 
public policy or a vote already taken should contain the sponsorship information. 
 

Example of an advertisement to influence the vote of a public official: 
 

To River Heights County Commissioners 
Vote AGAINST increasing our property tax rate. 
Sponsored by River Heights Homeowner Association 

 
Electioneering Communications  

Ads that expressly advocate the election or defeat of a candidate are political ads that require 
standard disclaimer language identified above. This allowed entities to steer clear of election laws by 
avoiding magic words like “vote for” or “defeat” in the ads.  After years of drift, Congress cracked down 
in 2002 with the “electioneering communication” restrictions.  Florida followed suit in 2004 and now ads 
that do not advocate but only mention the candidate or ballot issue may also be regulated. Specifically, 
since 2004 Florida has required disclaimer for communications that “refer to or depict a clearly 
identified candidate for office without expressly advocating the election or defeat of a candidate but 
that is susceptible of no reasonable interpretation other than an appeal to vote for or against a specific 
candidate.” 106.011(18). 

 
The law sweeps in any communication a person wants to run that mentions a candidate and is 

targeted to the electorate in the candidate’s area, even if there is no “express advocacy.” The 
communication must be made within 30 days before a primary or special primary election or 60 days 
before any other election for the office sought by the candidate. There are exceptions for newspapers 
editorials, endorsements, and news stories.  
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FEDERAL LAWS 
 

The Federal Election Commission (FEC) enforces the disclaimer requirements for all federal 

elections in the United States.  FEC regulations require that political identification statements be 

included on “any public communications that expressly advocate the election or defeat of a clearly 

identified candidate or are paid for by a political committee.” These statements must be “clear and 

conspicuous,” in at least 12-point type, and have sufficient contrast with the advertisement’s 

background and be located within a printed box set apart from the other contents of the ad.  The 

disclaimer must clearly state who paid for the ad, but addresses are only necessary in certain 

circumstances.  

  Example: 

Paid for by Jones for U.S. Senate 

Further, if the ad is authorized by a candidate for federal office, but paid for by another person, 
the disclaimer must explicitly say so: 

  Example: 

Paid for by Jim Smith 

Authorized by Jones for U. S. Senate 

If the ad is authorized by a candidate or his/her campaign committee, but is paid for by another 

person, the disclaimer notice must identify who paid for the communication and indicate that the 

candidate authorized the message.  

Example:  

Paid for by the XYZ State Party Committee and authorized by the Sheridan for 

Congress Committee 

If the expenditures not authorized by a candidate for Federal office, the ad must include a 
disclaimer with the full name along with a street address or phone number or web address of the person 
paying for the communication, as well as a statement that the communication is not authorized by any 
candidate or candidate’s committee. 

   Example: 

Paid for by Jack Concerned 14 Oak Street,  Jacksonville, FL 33000.  

This advertisement is not authorized by any Federal candidate or committee. 

For any electioneering communication, other than a telephone call, must prominently state:  
"Paid electioneering communication paid for by (Name and address of person paying for the 
communication)." Failure to include the disclaimer is punishable as a misdemeanor of the first degree. 
106.1439.  
 


