
ELECTION 2020: RENEWING DEMOCRACY, DUE JUNE 22ND 

 
A lot has been written about all the problems with our electoral system. In our latest round of 
Renewing Democracy grants, we’re looking to support more stories about how people are 
addressing those challenges, especially as they relate to racial injustice and COVID-19. 
 
Audiences need to know, for example, who is making progress when it comes to addressing 
racial disparities in voting access and turnout.  They also need to know who’s quickly ramping 
up ways for people to vote without risking their health.   They need to know who’s making 
progress when it comes to election security or misinformation and how citizens driving change in 
their communities on any issue. 
 
We also are interested in talking with you if you want to join a cohort of newsrooms that are 
combining a Citizens Agenda approach to elections coverage with solutions journalism. 
 
Applications are now open for grants of up to $5,000, with a very select few more than that. The 
proposed stories must focus on: 

● How the machinery of democracy works — Initiatives to address voting, electoral and 
political reforms.  

● Civic agency and mobilization — Grassroots community efforts that are changing the 
status quo or overcoming social, racial, political or economic conflicts. 

● Stories that are part of a Citizens Agenda approach to election coverage, exploring 
promising practices that address issues most important to one or more of your 
communities. 

If you’ve got a great story but aren’t sure it fits into the categories above, try us. We’ll try to 
make it work. 

This is the third year of SJN’s Renewing Democracy initiative, which has already produced more 
than 100 stories.  

Eligibility and Selection Criteria 

● Grants of up to $5,000 are open to any U.S.-based newsroom, or freelancers with a 
commitment from a news organization to publish their project.  

● Any newsroom that hasn’t worked with SJN before must participate in a Solutions 
Journalism 101 webinar (held monthly). Same for freelancers. 

● Proposals must focus on investigating and explaining how communities, policy makers, 
public agencies, grassroots groups or others have made progress in addressing 
important problems. 

● Stories must include data and/or research and other evidence that a response is 
working. 

https://thewholestory.solutionsjournalism.org/election-2020-opportunities-for-innovative-coverage-ae6f28a822c4
https://thewholestory.solutionsjournalism.org/election-2020-opportunities-for-innovative-coverage-ae6f28a822c4


● We welcome shorter pieces as well as longer takeouts from any type of media — radio, 
print, TV or online.  

● We love collaborative efforts and give priority to proposals that seek to leverage their 
work for the greatest possible reach and impact. 

● We are very interested in applications from diverse-led newsrooms. 
● Grantees must be willing to have their funded stories republished and/or rebroadcast 

without limitation as part of SJN’s SoJo Exchange. 
● Any proposal should follow CDC guidelines and local regulations regarding journalist 

and community health and safety. 
 
Eligible Expenses 
 
Grant funding may be applied to activities including but not limited to: 

● Staff time for project activities (up to half the grant amount) 
● Freelancers or contractors, including those who can backfill for staff reporters or editors 
● Audience engagement attached to solutions-focused reporting 
● Training for remote newsgathering, including equipment or software to support remote 

interviews, in lieu of traveling for reporting  
● Data analysis or data visualization 
● Multimedia or multiplatform storytelling 
● Collaboration with other news organizations or journalism schools 
● Materials and supplies -- within reason -- that your team needs to stay healthy and safe 

while reporting on coronavirus 
● Language translations for affected communities 

 
Application Process 

Apply online via this link.  For any questions, contact Alejandra Venancio, 
alejandra@solutionsjournalism.org or Linda Shaw, linda@solutionsjournalism.org 

Selection Process 
 
The staff of Solutions Journalism Network will choose the winning proposals. We are aiming for 
a quick turnaround process that will give applicants decisions within a few weeks of application. 
 
Required Reports 
 
Upon completion of their projects, grantees must submit a short narrative report and an 
accounting of expenditures. 
 
SJN will follow up periodically to see if there is any additional impact to report.  
 
 

https://thewholestory.solutionsjournalism.org/the-covid-19-sojo-exchange-f245509e280f?source=collection_home---2------2-----------------------
https://www.tfaforms.com/4802502
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