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Reply to:  Tampa 

April 13, 2020 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
(flnd_vinson@flnd.uscourts.gov)  
 
Honorable Roger Vinson 
U.S. District Court Judge 
1 N. Palafox Street 
Pensacola, FL  32502 

 
Re: Dodero v. Walton County, et al., Case No. 20-cv-05358 
 

Dear Judge Vinson: 
 

We write on behalf of the Florida Press Association (“FPA”), a group that represents 
newspapers across the state. Reporters for FPA members routinely attend court proceedings, a 
function that has become more challenging during the current national public health crisis. The 
FPA was concerned to learn of the inability to attend this morning’s telephonic hearing in the 
above-referenced matter. We respectfully request that members of the press be allowed to 
monitor further proceedings electronically. 

 
We recognize the compelling interest in public health and safety that led to the decision 

by the Northern District of Florida to convert in-person hearings, where possible, to telephonic or 
video conference hearings. See In Re: Court Operations Under the Exigent Circumstances 
Created by COVID-19, Case No. 4:95-mc-40111-DJ (Doc. 345 Admin. Order dated March 23, 
2020). Protecting the health of hearing participants is certainly a compelling interest. However, a 
less restrictive alternative than complete closure1 is available and being employed by other 

 
1 The docket reflects no specific request or order of closure; of course, the U.S. Supreme Court 

and Eleventh Circuit have held that both civil and criminal proceedings are presumptively open and the 
circumstances warranting closure extremely limited. See, e.g., Globe Newspaper Co. v. Superior Court, 
457 U.S. 596 (1982); Richmond Newspapers, Inc. v. Virginia, 448 U.S. 555, 580 n.17 (1980); Newman v. 
Graddick, 696 F.2d 796, 802 (11th Cir. 1983) (reversing denial of access to hearings and records in a civil 
case concerning prison overcrowding; a “presumption of access must be indulged to the fullest extent not 
incompatible with the reasons for closure”; if closure is warranted, “the restriction on access must be 
narrowly drawn with only that part of the proceeding as is necessary closed.”) (citing Nebraska Press 
Ass’n v. Stuart, 427 U.S. 539, 562 (1976)). 
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federal courts – namely, remote audio access via either telephone or the Internet. Specifically, on 
March 29, 2020, the Judicial Conference of the United States temporarily authorized the use of 
teleconferencing for access to civil proceedings during the COVID-19 national emergency: 

 
The Executive Committee of the Judicial Conference, acting on an expedited basis on 
behalf of the Conference, on March 29 approved a temporary exception to the 
Conference broadcast/cameras  policy to allow a judge to authorize the use of 
teleconferencing to provide the public and media audio access to court proceedings. 

 
https://www.uscourts.gov/news/2020/03/31/judiciary-authorizes-videoaudio-access-during-
covid-19-pandemic; See also “Courts Deliver Justice Virtually Amid Coronavirus Outbreak,” 
https://www.uscourts.gov/news/2020/04/08/courts-deliver-justice-virtually-amid-coronavirus-
outbreak (April 8, 2020). Indeed, today the U.S. Supreme Court announced plans to provide a 
live audio feed of its upcoming oral arguments. See 
www.supremecourt.gov/publicinfo/press/pressreleases/pr_04-13-20. 

 
In fact, in the Supplemental Authority filed on behalf of the Plaintiffs yesterday, the 

Court expressly provided for a means of facilitating public access to the oral argument of another 
hearing also being conducted telephonically because of the current COVID19 crisis: “Counsel 
shall email Ms. Megan Jackson at Megan_Jackson@kywd.uscourts.gov for the hearing’s call-in 
number and access code. Members of the public interested in listening to the hearing may also 
email Ms. Jackson.” (Doc. 21-1) (On Fire Christian Center, Inc. v. Greg Fischer, Case No. 3:20-
cv-00264-JRW (Temp. Rest. Order Apr. 11, 2020)).  
 

Likewise, the Middle District of Alabama announced a General Order last week to 
address the accommodations needed to preserve public access during this difficult time. See In 
re: Public Access to Video or Teleconference Hearings, Civ. Misc. No. 2:20-mc-3910-ECM (GO 
3910-05 Apr. 6, 2020).  
 

We respectfully request that similar arrangements be made to allow the public to monitor 
proceedings in this important case. 

 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
      Respectfully yours,  
 
      THOMAS & LOCICERO PL 
 
      s/ James J. McGuire 
 
      James J. McGuire 

 
JJM/tmg 
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cc: D. Kent Safriet (kents@hgslaw.com) 
 Joseph A. Brown (josephb@hgslaw.com 
 Edward M. Wenger (edw@hgslaw.com 
 Kristen C. Diot (kristend@hgslaw.com) 
 Gwendolyn P. Adkins (gadkins@coppinsmonroe.com) 
 Zackery A. Scharlepp (zascharlepp@coppinsmonroe.com) 
 William G. Pafford wpafford@coppinsmonroe.com)  
 William G. Warner (billwarner@warnerlaw.us) 
 Timothy M. Warner (timwarner@warnerlaw.us) 
 Eric A. Krebs (erickrebs@warnerlaw.us) 

Susan Tillotson Bunch (sbunch@tlolawfirm.com)   
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